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The Anthropocene: The Human Epoch (2018) on Kanopy
Write a rich paragraph on this film about the rationale for this new Epoch.
The film begins with a conflagration and burned branches of trees are observed through flames. Later in the film, it becomes clear that these objects were combusting the elephant tusks' remains of 10,000 pounds. The ivory was burned to communicate a statement to the poachers and to end the further degradation of the elephants. The film states that there have been between 60 and 100 billion tons of human extract from the earth every year. Terraforming which is the act of modifying the earth for human needs is also a reason for the new epoch. Humans have inhabited more than 75% of ice-free land because of agriculture, urban growth, mining, and industrialization. In Germany specifically in Immerath, where the biggest excavators are found, removing the earth to create towns.
Will Steffen, The Anthropocene TED Talk
Write a short comment about Will Steffen’s Ted Talk on the Anthropocene.
Generally, Will Steffen talks about the science that measures the effect of humans on the planet. I like his idea of talking about the broader term “Anthropocene” rather than talking about climate change because geologists examine the earth's history in terms of eras, epochs, or periods. He describes the origin of modern humans which is Africa. He tried to examine the human enterprise from 1750 to the present. I agree with Will Steffen's statement that we had already moved into the Anthropocene and the question of whether we should stay is a decision that we are supposed to discuss.
Read the ProPublica article and write a paragraph about how the good intentions of GW Bush, fueled increases forest destruction in Borneo.
GW Bush had good intentions of conserving and protecting the environment. He, therefore, implemented many strategies to promote and conserve natural resources, preserve the national parks and community heritage, preserve oceans, and protect fish and birds. An example of a conservation strategy that he used is clearing dry brush and dead trees and thinned overstocked forests on 27 million acres of forest and rangelands. This was done through the Healthy Forest Initiative to prevent wildfires, help in implementing core elements of the National Fire Plan, and restore the ecosystems to natural and healthy conditions. This was a positive initiative by GW Bush which aimed at conserving natural resources. However, this good intention led to deforestation which fueled the increase in forest destruction in Borneo.
 Write a paragraph on: why is Haiti so poor? How did partners in Health go about making a difference in Haiti?
Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere with over half of its population living below the poverty line.  The first reason why Haiti is poor is because of foreign intervention and debt. The second reason is political instability due to the US withdrawal. The third reason is natural disasters including floods, earthquakes, and epidemics (Fass &Simon, 201). All these factors have hindered development in Haiti. Zanmi Lasante (ZL) is an organization to Partners In Health in Haiti. It was formed to respond to the health needs of the Haitian people and it has since increased 15 clinics and hospitals in the country’s Central Plateau and remote regions. It has become Haiti’s biggest health care provider serving over 1.3 million people. More staff has been employed in the health department including 2,500 community health workers to provide Maternal and Child health, primary health care, HIV, and tuberculosis services among other services. The impacts of the Partners in Haiti include 98% of graduates from medical residency programs get jobs in Haiti, over 12,000 HIV patients obtain care at PIH-supported facilities in Haiti, and 95% of women deliver in the facilities in Haiti.
What were the obstacles from WHO and the World Bank that made improved health care in poor countries so difficult?
According to WHO and the World Bank, at least half of the global population cannot receive essential health services because households are forced to pay for their health care services. 800 million people spend 10% of their budgets on health expenses. These expenses are high for most people and have pushed them to poverty. WHO director, Dr. Adhanom Ghebreyesus, stated that this was due to a lack of universal health coverage which allows everyone to receive the health service that they want without incurring costs (O'donnell, Owen, 2827).
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